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Global data privacy laws 2025:
172 countries, 12 new in 2023/24

Law revisions overtake new laws in importance.
By Graham Greenleaf, Honorary Professor, Macquarie University.

his biennial global assessment

is the ninth in this publication

since 2011. Each assessment

has been accompanied by detailed
tables listing key features of all the
laws assessed (see Eighth Edition,
2023)!. The Ninth Edition of the
Tables will accompany the next issue.
This is the first assessment to

conclude that revisions to existing
data privacy laws are now more
important than enactment of new
laws in countries without such laws.
This review is comprehensive in that
it covers, for 2023-24: (i) new coun-
tries with data privacy laws; (ii) laws
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13 - TikTok moves to enhance data
security for its European users

17 - Australia continues to push forward
on online safety policy

ANALYSIS

The next chapter on the legal
requirements for profiling

A balance must be struck between the right of access to
personal data and trade secrets in automated decision-making
processes. By Katharina A. Weimer of Fieldfisher.

nother Court of Justice of
the European Union (CJEU)
decision on the fine print of

handling automated decision-making
in credit scoring was handed down
recently (C-203/22)". This case orig-
inated from Austria and involved an

individual person (CK) proceeding
against the Magistrat der Stadt Wien
(City Council of Vienna - City
Council), with further involvement
of Dun & Bradstreet Austria.

Continued on p.10
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The Good, the Bad
and the Good Enough

7-9 July 2025, St John's College, Cambridge, UK

UK and international policy developments,
legislation, enforcement and best practice
Early bird rates available until 1 April
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Al Act and the GDPR
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1- Global data privacy laws 2025
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14 - US imposes restrictions on certain
transactions involving sensitive
personal data

20 - Ireland’s DP Commissioner
Dr Des Hogan: We expect more
from large tech companies

23 - The EU Al Act's disclosure
requirements and legal privilege

27 - Events Diary
NEWS IN BRIEF

12 - Meta settles in UK; ICO says
targeted advertising is
direct marketing

12 - EU Commission withdraws
e-Privacy regulation

12 - Dubai consults on law
amendments

19 - Finland’s DPA probes health data
transfers to China

19 - Italy, South Korea ban DeepSeek

24 - EU delays the review of UK
adequacy decisions by six months
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A different world — also for
data protection

Since US President Donald Trump made changes to the Privacy and
Civil Liberties Oversight Board by dismissing the Democrat
members, the future of the agreement is in question. The Board is a
key part of the EU-US Data Privacy Framework ensuring seamless
data transfers.

Michael McGrath, EU Commissioner for Democracy, Justice, the
Rule of Law and Consumer Protection has said that the EU is
monitoring US developments and any possible complications that
may arise for the data transfer deal. No-one wants a new challenge in
the Court of Justice of the EU, and the deal benefits businesses on
both sides of the Atlantic.

US Vice-President JD Vance has expressed dislike for the EU GDPR
and the Digital Services Act. While the EU has been declaring for
years that it is not re-opening the GDPR, it may now be considering a
stripped-down framework for small and medium sized organisations.
The EU is, on the whole, committed to a simplification agenda and
better implementation of EU rules to make business easier in Europe.

The situation is different for the UK, now out of the EU but with its
own UK-US adequacy arrangement, based on the EU one. A
considerable weight rests on these trade deal negotiations with the
US. But the UK also has to ensure that it retains its own EU
adequacy by the end of 2025 (p.24).

Elsewhere in the world new data protection laws are emerging, often
influenced by the GDPR. There are now 172 jurisdictions globally
with a data law (p.1).

In Europe, new GDPR interpretations are developing, for example
on automated decision-making, profiling and the right of access
(p.1). Apart from court decisions, DPAs” opinions from the
European Data Protection Board (EDPB) are shaping the landscape.
Ireland’s DPA is a major player due to the presence of many big
tech companies in the country. For example, it initiated the process
for obtaining an EDPB Opinion on Al models late last year. Read
on p.20 about Ireland’s role as an enforcer and influencer.

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIVACY LAWS & BUSINESS

Contribute to PL&B reports

Do you have a case study or opinion you wish us to publish?
Contributions to this publication and books for review are
always welcome. If you wish to offer reports or news items,
please contact Laura Linkomies on Tel: +44 (0)20 8868 9200 or

email laura@privacylaws.coml
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Join the Privacy Laws & Business community

The PLE B International Report, published six times a year, is the world’s longest running
international privacy laws publication. It provides comprehensive global news, on 180+
countries alongside legal analysis, management guidance and corporate case studies.

PL&B’s International Report will help you to:

Stay informed of data protection legislative Find out about future regulatory plans.

developments in 180+ countries. Understand laws, regulations, court

Learn from others’ experience and administrative decisions and what
through case studies and analysis. they will mean to you.

Incorporate compliance solutions Be alert to future privacy and data

into your business strategy. protection law issues that will affect your

organisation’s compliance and reputation.

Included in your subscription:

1. Six issues published annually 5. News Updates 8. Helpline Enquiry Service

. Additional email updates keep you  Contact the PLE B team with
2. Online search by keyword regularly informed of the latest questions such as the current status
Search for the most r‘ele\.fant content  developments. of legislation, and sources for specific
from all PL& B publications. texts. This service does not offer legal

. . 6. Back Issues ‘ advice or provide consultancy.
3. Ele_ctronl(; Version o Access all PL& B International
We.wﬂl email you the P DE edmpn Report back issues. 9. Free place at a PL&B event
which you can also access in online A free place ata PL& B organised event
format via the PL & B website. 7. Events Documentation when booked in advance of the free-
4. Paper version also available AcceSSfP . (CEB ;Vents ldIocumen'tatl(in, place deadling Fxcludes the Annual'
P. wal ch Iv outside the UK except tor the Annual Internationa Conference. More th@ one pla_ce _wmh
ostal charges apply outside the UK. Conferences in July, Cambridge. Multiple and Enterprise subscriptions.

privacylaws.com/reports

. .

‘ ‘ PL&B is a reliably useful resource, prompting intelligent questions and offering , ,
insightful analysis on many of the data protection and privacy issues that are of
interest to us and, more importantly, to our clients.

Alan Baker, Partner, Farrer & Co.
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UK Report Subscriptions
Privacy Laws & Business also publishes Subscription licences are available:
PL&B UK Report six times a year, covering e Single use

the Data Protection Act 2018, the UK GDPR e Multiple use
and related regulatory changes, the
Freedom of Information Act 2000,
Environmental Information Regulations

e Enterprise basis
¢ Introductory, two and three years discounted

2004 and Electronic Communications options
Regulations 2003. Full subscription information is at
lprivacylaws.com/subscribel

Stay informed of legislative developments,
learn from others’ experience through case
studies and analysis, and incorporate

compliance solutions into your business. Satisfaction Guarantee

\ If you are dissatisfied with the Report in any way, the
unexpired portion of your subscription will be repaid.
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