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Malta’s DPA backs EU GDPR 
record-keeping simplification  
With the country’s workforce dominated by SMEs, Ian Deguara, 
head of Malta’s DPA, supports this change. Stewart and Merrill 
Dresner report from Malta. 

Hielke Hijmans of Belgium’s Data Protection Authority says that 
the GDPR is working well and there is too much focus on 
changing it. Laura Linkomies reports from Brussels.  

Malta, with a population of 
542,00 is the least 
populous Member State in 

the EU, followed by Luxembourg 
(661,000) and Cyprus (921,000). 
Malta’s economy is thriving as a 
result of its sunny climate in the 

middle of the Mediterranean region 
so a magnet for tourists. It has a 
stable political system, a legal system 
comprising of EU law and a unique 
blend of civil law, common law, and 
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The landmark court decision is 
a big win for Belgium’s DPA, 
Hielke Hijmans, Chairman 

of the Litigation Chamber and 
member of the Board of Directors of 

the Belgian Data Protection 
Authority (DPA), and also a 
Professor at Vrije Universiteit 

Continued on p.3

PL&B 38th International Conference

The Good, the Bad  
and the Good Enough 
7-9 July 2025, St John’s College, Cambridge, UK 

UK and international policy developments,  
legislation, enforcement and best practice  

  
www.privacylaws.com/plb2025

Appeal Court upholds Belgian 
DPA decision against  
Real-Time Bidding 

See the publisher’s blog at 
www.privacylaws.com/news/ 

https://www.privacylaws.com/plb2025
http://www.privacylaws.com/news/


2          JUNE 2025                   PRIVACY LAWS & BUSINESS INTERNATIONAL REPORT © 2025 PRIVACY LAWS & BUSINESS

COMMENT

ISSUE NO 195                          JUNE 2025

Contribute to PL&B reports 
Do you have a case study or opinion you wish us to publish? 
Contri   butions to this publication and books for review are 
always welcome. If you wish to offer reports or news items, 
please contact Laura Linkomies on Tel: +44 (0)20 8868 9200 or  
email laura@privacylaws.com.

Published by 
Privacy Laws & Business, 2nd Floor,  
Monument House, 215 Marsh Road, Pinner,  
Middlesex HA5 5NE, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8868 9200 
Email: info@privacylaws.com 
Website: www.privacylaws.com 
Subscriptions: The Privacy Laws & Business International 
Report is produced six times a year and is available on an 
annual subscription basis only. Subscription details are at the 
back of this report. 
Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, the 
publishers cannot accept liability for errors or omissions or for 
any advice given. 
Design by ProCreative +44 (0)845 3003753 
Printed by Rapidity Communications Ltd +44 (0)20 7689 8686 
ISSN 2046-844X 
Copyright: No part of this publication in whole or in part 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form without the 
prior written permission of the publisher. 
© 2025 Privacy Laws & Business

PUBLISHER 
Stewart H Dresner 
stewart.dresner@privacylaws.com 
EDITOR 
Laura Linkomies 
laura.linkomies@privacylaws.com 
DEPUTY EDITOR 
Tom Cooper 
tom.cooper@privacylaws.com 
ASIA-PACIFIC EDITOR 
Graham Greenleaf 
graham@austlii.edu.au 
REPORT SUBSCRIPTIONS 
K’an Thomas 
kan@privacylaws.com 
CONTRIBUTORS 
Merrill Dresner 
PL&B Correspondent 
Sarah Pearce and James Henderson 
Hunton Andrews Kurth, UK 
Graham Greenleaf 
Honorary Professor, Macquarie University, Australia 
Nana Botchorichvili 
IDEA Avocats, France 
Elena Testa 
Freelance Privacy Professional, Italy  
Anna Gamvros, Denise Kara and  
Joshua Oliver 
A&O Shearman, Australia 
Maisie Robinson 
University of Birmingham, UK 
Fabian Solis 
Aguilar Castillo Love, Costa Rica

EU considers GDPR changes 
 
The 2025 EU Commission work programme has a stronger focus on 
simplification than ever before. The EU is stress-testing legislation with 
the aim of suggesting concrete simplification measures. For the digital 
field, we expect to see proposals in the EU Data Union Strategy, to be 
issued in the third quarter of 2025. 
  
The EU’s aim for a simplified, coherent legal framework can be seen 
against pressures from the US, but also a realisation that the digital 
package is wide and complex, and difficult for both organisations and 
regulators to cope with. In my interview with Belgium’s Data Protection 
Authority’s Chairman, Hielke Hijmans (p.1), he identified the 
relationship between the EU AI Act and the GDPR as particularly 
challenging. So far, proposals on reduced GDPR record-keeping duties 
(p.5, 7) would benefit smaller organisations, something that Malta’s 
Information and Data Protection Commissioner Ian Deguara warmly 
welcomes (p.1).  
 
As for the GDPR, German MEP Alex Voss has proposed a three-tier 
system; A “Mini-GDPR”' layer which would cover 90% of businesses, 
with less documentation and simplified transparency, a “Normal 
GDPR” layer, maintaining most of the existing rules, and a “GDPR-
plus” for organisations whose business model relies on the processing 
of personal data.  
 
On AI, the EU recently issued its AI continent action plan, geared 
towards making the EU the global AI leader. In addition to increased 
investment and training, the aim is also to improve access to high-quality 
data. While large, high-quality datasets are essential to develop and train 
advanced AI models, DPAs should set parameters for the use of personal 
data. Recently, Meta announced that it has started training its AI model 
on Instagram and Facebook user data. 
  
Whilst there is an ever-increasing workload for DPOs, there is also more 
information and guidance available. For example, the Court of Justice of 
the European Union (CJEU) has now issued a very helpful matrix on the 
case-law on the protection of personal data. “The aim of this factsheet is to 
present a selection of seminal rulings on the subject and rulings that have 
made a significant contribution to the development of this case-law, with 
particular emphasis on rulings handed down by the Grand Chamber of 
the Court,” the CJEU says.1 
 
Laura Linkomies, Editor 
PRIVACY LAWS & BUSINESS 
1 curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2018-

10/fiche_thematique_-_donnees_personnelles_-_en.pdf 
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