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Defending MAGA-speech:
Trump’s war on global data

privacy

By Graham Greenleaf, Honorary Professor, Macquarie Law

School, Australia.
ifty years since the first data
F privacy laws in the early
1970s' the United States and
Europe have reached a stalemate in

their conflict over the global
practices of surveillance capitalism.

National governments, particularly
in the EU, through much stronger
enforcement of data privacy laws,
and competition and consumer

Continuned on p.3

Issue 197 OCTOBER 2025

COMMENT

2 - Global DPAs take a close look at Al
NEWS

1- Australia seeks real-world privacy
protections for children

11 - Are you ready for agentic Al?
ANALYSIS

Australia seeks real-world
privacy protections for children

Following the UK and Ireland, Australia is developing a Children’s
Online Privacy Code. Information Commissioner Carly Kind talked
to PL&B’s Laura Linkomies at the GPA in South Korea.

hings are moving fast in
Australia. A consultation,
including a  meaningful

opportunity for children to have their
say, has now finished' and there will
be a further statutory consultation
period of 60 days on the draft code at

the beginning of 2026.

“Engagement by parents and
children on the Code has been
amazing. We received around 300
responses from them and many more
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Global DPAs take a close look
at Al in Korea

I was pleased to attend the Global Privacy Assembly in Korea in
September where Data Protection Authorities and organisations from
95 countries discussed data protection issues with a heavy focus on

AL

While there is no global approach to Al the Council of Europe’s Al
Convention tries to create a level playing field where it applies -
public authorities and private entities acting on their behalf. The main
piece of legislation is the EU’s AT Act, adopted in May 2024. Korea
itself adopted an AT Act in January 2025, to enter into force in
January 2026.

The EU DPAs have been saying for some time that GDPR principles
apply to Al and that this framework works well. In the US, the
Trump administration is shaping US policy on Al with its AT Action
Plan, and revoking the previous administrations’ executive orders.
Read an analysis by Professor Graham Greenleaf on US
developments in the digital field on p.1.

However, there are many state level developments on Al in the US.
For example in California, OpenAl is advocating that the state of
California aligns its Al rules with international frameworks. It
remains to be seen what influence the state-level activity will have at
the federal level. Join us at the 4 November conference, in London
and online, to find out (p.23).

In this issue, our correspondents analyse why Deepseek is under
international DPA scrutiny (p.28) and what stance France’s regulator
is taking on Al in its recent guidance (p.18). Also, read on p.13 how
the EU’s privacy and Al regulatory framework governs automated
decision-making, and how this is reflected in the CJEU’s
interpretation of these provisions.

In Korea, I also had an opportunity to interview Australia’s
Information Commissioner Carly Kind about her office’s work on a
children’s code. Australia is now watched closely by many, also
because of its radical policy to ban social media accounts for under
16s (p.1).

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIVACY LAWS & BUSINESS

Contribute to PL&B reports

Do you have a case study or opinion you wish us to publish?
Contributions to this publication and books for review are
always welcome. If you wish to offer reports or news items,
please contact Laura Linkomies on Tel: +44 (0)20 8868 9200 or

email laura@privacylaws.coml
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Join the Privacy Laws & Business community

The PLE B International Report, published six times a year, is the world’s longest running
international privacy laws publication. It provides comprehensive global news, on 180+
countries alongside legal analysis, management guidance and corporate case studies.

PL&B’s International Report will help you to:

Stay informed of data protection legislative Find out about future regulatory plans.

developments in 180+ countries. Understand laws, regulations, court

Learn from others’ experience and administrative decisions and what
through case studies and analysis. they will mean to you.

Incorporate compliance solutions Be alert to future privacy and data

into your business strategy. protection law issues that will affect your

organisation’s compliance and reputation.

Included in your subscription:

1. Six issues published annually 5. News Updates 8. Helpline Enquiry Service

. Additional email updates keep you  Contact the PLE B team with
2. Online search by keyword regularly informed of the latest questions such as the current status
Search for the most r‘ele\.fant content  developments. of legislation, and sources for specific
from all PL& B publications. texts. This service does not offer legal

. . 6. Back Issues ‘ advice or provide consultancy.
3. Ele_ctronl(; Version o Access all PLE& B International
We.wﬂl email you the P DE edmpn Report back issues. 9. Free place at a PL&B event
which you can also access in online A free place ata PL& B organised event
format via the PL & B website. 7. Events Documentation when booked in advance of the free-
. . Access PL& B events documen_tation, place deadline. Excludes the Annual

4. Paper version also avgulable except for the Annual International Conference. More than one place with
Postal charges apply outside the UK. Conferences in July, Cambridge. Multiple and Enterprise subscriptions.

privacylaws.com/reports

G V.
| consistently find that both the UK and International publications offer exceptional
‘ insights into all facets of data protection, ranging from regulatory requirements to , ,
practical lessons learned.
Sharon Terry, Senior Data Protection Manager, Equiniti Group
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UK Report Subscriptions
Privacy Laws & Business also publishes Subscription licences are available:
PL&B UK Report six times a year, covering e Single use
the Data (Use and Access) Act 2025, the e Multiple use

Data Protection Act 2018, the UK GDPR and
related regulatory changes, the Freedom of
Information Act 2000, Environmental
Information Regulations 2004 and Electronic
Communications Regulations 2003. Full subscription information is at

Stay informed of legislative developments, Iprivacylaws.com/subscribel

learn from others’ experience through case
studies and analysis, and incorporate

compliance solutions into your business. Satisfaction Guarantee

\ If you are dissatisfied with the Report in any way, the
unexpired portion of your subscription will be repaid.

e Enterprise basis

¢ Introductory, two and three years discounted
options
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