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The Committee stage of the Data Protection Bill in the House of
Commons is due to finish by 27 March. The Opposition intends to
make several amendments. By Laura Linkomies.

ICO launches first technology
strategy and action plan
The regulator is to start a sandbox experiment and recruit more
 technology specialists, including post-doctoral experts.

Nigel Houlden was
appointed as ICO’s Head
of Technology Policy at the

end of November last year. Now set-
tled into his new role – Houlden was
previously senior lecturer in comput-
ing at Wrexham Glyndwr University
– he provided PL&B UK with this
exclusive interview. 

You have been appointed as ICO’s
Head of Technology Policy. Is this a
new role and what led to the
appointment? 
The Head of Technology Policy is a
key role at the ICO and presents an
opportunity to make a difference at

At the Data Protection Bill’s
second reading in the House
of Commons on 5 March,

which I attended, the Opposition
demanded that the Data Protection
Bill is amended so that it explicitly
recognises privacy as an unqualified
fundamental right as per Article 8 of

the EU’s Charter of Fundamental
Rights.

Shadow Digital, Culture, Media
and Sports (DCMS) Secretary, Tom
Watson, said that Labour is support-
ive of the Bill but certain amendments

Continued on p.4

Continued on p.3

Labour pushes for privacy as a
fundamental right in DP Bill

https://www.facebook.com/privacylaws
https://www.youtube.com/user/privacylawscom
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Privacy-Laws-Business-1249467?gid=1249467&trk=hb_side_g
https://twitter.com/privacylaws
http://www.privacylaws.com
mailto:kan.thomas@privacylaws.com
http://www.privacylaws.com/subscription_info<http://www.privacylaws.com/subscription_info


O =========j^o`e=OMNU ============PRIVACY LAWS & BUSINESS UNITED KINGDOM REPORT © 2018 PRIVACY LAWS & BUSINESS

PUBLISHER 
Stewart H Dresner
stewart.dresner@privacylaws.com

EDITOR 
Laura Linkomies
laura.linkomies@privacylaws.com

DEPUTY EDITOR 
Tom Cooper
tom.cooper@privacylaws.com

REPORT SUBSCRIPTIONS 
K’an Thomas 
kan.thomas@privacylaws.com

CONTRIBUTORS

Emma Wright
Kemp Little LLP

Rob Sumroy, Lucie van Gils, Rebecca Cousin,
and Cindy Knott 
Slaughter and May 

Hans Allnutt and Joseph Fitzgerald 
DAC Beachcroft LLP

Patricia Gelabert
PL&B Correspondent

COMMENT

ISSUE NO 96                        MARCH 2018

Contribute to PL&B reports
Do you wish to contribute to PL&B UK Report? Please contact
Laura Linkomies, Editor (tel: +44 (0)20 8868 9200 or 
email: laura.linkomies@privacylaws.com) to discuss your idea, or
offer to be interviewed about your organisation’s data
 protection/Freedom of Information work.

PUBLISHED BY
Privacy Laws & Business, 2nd Floor, 
Monument House, 215 Marsh Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex HA5 5NE, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)20 8868 9200 
Email: info@privacylaws.com
Website: www.privacylaws.com

Subscriptions: The Privacy Laws & Business United Kingdom
Report is produced six times a year and is available on an
annual subscription basis only. Subscription details are at the
back of this report. 

Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, the
publishers cannot accept liability for errors or omissions or for
any advice given. 
Design by ProCreative +44 (0)845 3003753
Printed by Rapidity Communications Ltd +44 (0)20 7689 8686

ISSN 2047-1479

Copyright: No part of this publication in whole or in part may
be reproduced or transmitted in any form without the prior
written permission of the publisher.

© 2018 Privacy Laws & Business

DP Bill: Look out for changes
We are keeping a close eye on the progress of the DP Bill which is now
at the Committee stage in the House of Commons. Whilst the media
and press freedoms debate occupy much time, other notable changes
are being proposed. The Labour Opposition wants quite rightly to
include a mention of privacy as a fundamental right as per Article 8 in
the European Charter of Fundamental Rights (see p.1). The govern-
ment considers this a new right that would cause legislative uncertain-
ty and unforeseen consequences, as expressed by Margot James MP,
the Minister of State, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport in the Public Bills Committee on 13 March. 

Labour pointed out that by not abiding by the Charter, the UK may
make it much more difficult to be seen as an “adequate” jurisdiction
for the purposes of data transfers from the EU. The government did
confirm, however, that the UK will stay within the framework of the
European Court of Human Rights. 

The government has now released its response to the NIS directive
(cyber security) consultation, which recognises that there is a risk of
“double jeopardy” in terms of breach reporting under the GDPR and
the NIS, but stresses that the authorities will need to act reasonably,
appropriately and proportionately (p.6). 

Cyber security issues will add to the ICO’s workload as it will become
the Competent Authority for some sectors. We mark the appointment
of the ICO’s new Head of Technology Policy with an exclusive inter-
view with him (p.1). Watch out for the ICO sandbox experiment in the
near future! We also report from a House of Commons committee
hearing on AI where Elizabeth Denham gave evidence (p.21).  Read
about DP issues for start-ups and other innovative companies on p.8.
In this issue, we bring you two interesting articles on compensation –
the number of cases is likely to go up and there may soon be no-win-
no-fee agencies operating in the field of data protection (p.11 and
p.13).

As the GDPR start date gets closer, we talked to Aviva to find out how
they are preparing for the new regime (p.15) and also report back from
PL&B’s Roundtable on GDPR and risk management (p.16). The last
event in this series will take place on 28 March, and after that we move
on to the Cambridge conference where our expert speakers from the
DCMS, the Art. 29 DP Working Party and the European Commission
will clarify any outstanding issues. See www.privacylaws.com/events

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIvACy LAWS & BUSINESS 
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