
EU-US Privacy Shield put into
practice – first experiences
Some 200 companies had been certified towards the end of
September. Axel Spies discusses the challenges already
encountered and also what lies ahead of us. 

The US Department of Com-
merce launched its self-certi-
fication system of the Privacy

Shield (PS) on 1 August. The Com-
merce Department’s PS website1

provides information and assistance
for US and European companies.
Whoever expected long lines of

 registrants in front of the Depart-
ment of Commerce building may be
disappointed. Despite the publicity
and huge expectations particularly in
Europe, the enthusiasm among US
companies has been lackluster. After

Privacy issues on the radar of
competition authorities
How can regulators empower consumers and fight unfair user
terms when they review mergers? Laura Linkomies reports
from Brussels on the EU’s Big Data challenge.  

The EU Google antitrust case
in 2014 set the alarm bells
ringing: as Google has 90% of

the European search market, has it
abused its position? The answer from
the European Commission was no,
but Google had to make some

 concessions. In 2015, Disconnect, a
US firm that designs privacy-enhanc-
ing technologies, filed a complaint
against Google for violating privacy
rights – Disconnect argued that
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World of privacy shrinks as
we share the same issues 
Large mergers affect not only people as workers or consumers but
also in terms of privacy protection – read on p.1 what the European
Data Protection Supervisor and BEUC, the European Consumer
Organisation, are trying to do about it. Data localisation laws, the
requirement to process personal data in a country, are becoming
better known now. It is not only an issue in Russia, but also in China
and to some extent, also in some other APEC countries (p.22). 

EU-US Privacy Shield work continues – the US Commerce Deputy
Assistant Secretary, Ted Dean, has been talking to EU Data
Protection Commissioners on how to make the Shield work the best
possible way. Part of its success depends on a favourable view by the
DPAs, part on the understanding and awareness of consumers (p.18)
and part on the take-up and compliance by US business (p.1). On
p.15, take a detailed look at how Privacy Shield obligations affect
vendor management. 

An additional important point, specifically for banks and telcos that
cannot take advantage of the Shield, is the future of EU model
contractual clauses. The case on their legality will now be heard in
February next year (p.28). The EU may consider expanding the scope
of the Privacy Shield, but for now, companies that do not want to
apply for the Shield for one reason or another are in a limbo.

The right to data portability under the GDPR is still not well
understood. Read on p.12 a financial services perspective on this new
concept. 

Organisations now have until September next year to organise
compliance with the data protection law in the Philippines.
Implementing regulations have been issued, and those processing data
of at least 1,000 individuals must notify (p.19). 

Genetic privacy poses many questions that are not governed by
existing laws. Also the GDPR’s approach in this field is somewhat
unclear. While there are some guidelines on genetic data, genetic
enhancement and personalized medicine,   sufficient rules are lacking
(p.29). 

Laura Linkomies, Editor
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