
Turkey welcomes the long
awaited Data Protection Law
The Law introduces an obligation to register and fines up to
€300,000. Begüm Yavuzdoğan Okumuş examines Turkey’s
new data protection law.

For many years, Turkey has
lacked separate legislation on
the issue of data protection.

Previous draft laws that have been
sent to the Turkish Parliament were
either returned to the proposing
committee or not even discussed
before the Grand Assembly as Par-

liament was being dissolved before a
general election. However, following
the recent general election in
November 2015, the current govern-
ment announced that a Turkish data
protection law was high on their

Privacy enforcement begins in
Singapore: Fines for lax security
New guidelines make it clear that businesses need to pay close
attention to compliance. Also Malaysia takes steps in showing
stronger enforcement. By Graham Greenleaf. 

Singapore’s Personal Data Pro-
tection Commission (PDPC)
has published nine data protec-

tion enforcement decisions, the first
since the Personal Data Protection
Act 2012 (PDPA) came into force in
July 2014.1 At the same time, it has

issued advisory guidelines on
enforcement. This article outlines
these developments and their signifi-
cance in the context of Singapore’s
legislation. Increased emphasis on
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Turkey adopts a law and
joins the DP community 
Our front page stories reflect the international trend of growing
privacy protection – a new DP law in Turkey and stronger
enforcement in Singapore. The situation in Turkey is certainly
interesting as at the time of the law being adopted, the Turkish
citizenship database had been hacked. This security breach potentially
risked personal information of some 49 million citizens. It has been
alleged that the leak was politically motivated against President Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan. Turkey’s law is based largely on the EU DP
Directive but there are also some novelties (p.1). Organisations with
operations in Turkey will now need to review their programmes. 

We will hear more about Turkey’s law at our summer conference 4-6
July 2016 in Cambridge, and are very fortunate to welcome Dr. Elif
Küzeci, Professor of Law, University of Bahçesehir, Turkey.

Since our last issue, the EU DP Regulation (GDPR) has finally been
adopted (p.11 and p.17) and this issue includes a detailed analysis of
the differences between the old Directive and the new Regulation on
international data transfers (p.7). We also report on the new status of
biometric data as sensitive data under the GDPR (p.12), and how the
UK’s business-friendly regulatory environment may have to change
as a result of the GDPR (p.17). 

Also to be noted is that the European Commission has published the
text of Directive 2016/680, which governs data processing in law
enforcement situations; and the Passenger Name Record Directive
2016/681 (p.11).

Developments in Asia include extensions of Vietnam’s data privacy
protections through its new Cybersecurity Law (p.26) and the
appointment of a Privacy Commission in the Philippines (p.22).
Singapore has started enforcement and issued guidance on
aggravating and mitigating factors when considering financial
penalties (p.1).

On the management side, we report on why the Netherlands DPA
investigated a Nike running app,  how the company responded (p.14),
and the guidance now available on how to manage privacy aspects of
wearables and health apps.

Laura Linkomies, Editor
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