
Ireland issues Data Protection
Bill to implement the GDPR
The long awaited Irish Data Protection Bill was published on 
1 February 2018. Paul Lavery of McCann FitzGerald reports on
the potentially controversial issues in the Bill.

Between two Commissions:
Views from Dublin and Brussels
At the CPDP conference in Brussels, the use of standard
contractual clauses for data transfers stimulated debate between
the EU Commission and Ireland’s DPA. By Laura Linkomies.

Bruno Gencarelli, head of Data
Protection at the EU Com-
mission’s DG Justice, and

Helen Dixon, Ireland’s Data Protec-
tion Commissioner (DPC), were on
the podium to discuss the changing

regulatory environment. One of the
problematic questions is the future of
standard contractual clauses.1

In 2016, Ireland’s DPC made an
application to Ireland’s High Court
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The Irish Data Protection Bill
will now be subject to debate
and potential amendment in

both of the Irish Houses of Parlia-
ment (the Seanad and the Dáil) prior
to its expected enactment in advance
of 25 May 2018 (when the EU
 General Data Protection Regulation

replaces existing data protection law).
The Bill is to be  welcomed as it

provides a degree of clarity in respect
of certain matters such as exemptions
from processing obligations and
access requests. But there are
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Consistent implementation of
GDPR is critical for the EU
As we go to print, only Germany and Austria have adopted new data
protection laws that are in line with the EU GDPR (p.8). Some
GDPR adaptation laws are in the pipeline but it seems likely that
many countries will miss the deadline. In the UK, the Bill has
advanced from the House of Lords to the House of Commons, and is
expected to be adopted in time for 25 May when the GDPR takes
effect. In Ireland, a Bill has now been issued – read an analysis of it on
p.1, and Hungary waits for Parliamentary debate on its Bill (p.10).
Bills in France and Spain are also making progress. By now, it is
evident that there will be many differences and the idea of almost
complete harmonisation of the laws is unachievable. 

Elsewhere, the impact of the GDPR is felt in different ways. South
Korea has applied for an adequacy decision (p.14) and is hoping for a
positive finding. Meanwhile, the EU has taken a decision that it will
insist on high level data protection standards when it signs future
trade deals. According to the Financial Times, a letter, signed by six
commissioners has now been sent to MEPs and EU governments. In
the US, the EU-US Privacy Shield agreement is being implemented
but is also being constantly reviewed (p.17). Several issues may have
an impact on the EU Commission’s view on how the pact is working.

My colleague Stewart Dresner and I were in Brussels at the CPDP
conference in January and report back on many of the debates we
heard there; see p.12 on GDPR data breach notification, and p.7 on
GDPR fines, and the practical issues that have already been
encountered when preparing for the new law. National DPAs are
making preparations for issuing guidance on the GDPR to varying
degrees. An interesting development is guidance from Spain’s DPA on
Data Protection Officer qualifications (p.21). 

All these issues will feature at PL&B’s 31st Annual International
Conference, Navigating GDPR: The art of the possible, where we will
bring you the latest news on GDPR implementation, Brexit and the
UK data protection regime and much more. We have invited a UK
government representative to give her views, and, of course, several
national DPAs will be there either as speakers or participants.
Register now with an early bird discount at www.privacylaws.com
(until  28 February). 

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIvACy LAWS & BUSINESS 
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