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Companies prepare for new
regime as GDPR beckons
Organisations readiness varies and they cite the importance of top-
level support. Laura Linkomies reports.

GDPR – a useful tool and
status changer for DPOs
Beverley Flynn reports on the changing status of Data Protection
Officers under the EU General Data Protection Regulation.

The EU General Data Protec-
tion Regulation (GDPR) is
coming to the UK and, with

it, the requirement for public author-
ities and certain other organisations
(whether data controllers or data
processors) to appoint a data protec-
tion officer (DPO) to assist with
compliance. Although the use of

DPOs is established in certain juris-
dictions, the mandatory DPO model
is new for the UK.

Whilst some UK organisations
have had an in-house voluntary
DPO function for some time, the
concept of a mandatory officer will

APL&B roundtable facilitated
the exchange of ideas and
experience on GDPR com-

pliance and readiness. It was clear
that while some organisations are
quite advanced in their preparations,
others have focused only on certain
areas and are waiting for more
 guidance from the ICO and the EU

 Article 29 DP Working Party.
The first topic to be discussed was

data mapping, which has been widely
regarded as a tool to get ready for the
GDPR’s accountability requirement.
While the general notification
requirement has been abolished,
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Guidance emerges on
GDPR but not on Brexit
The EU Art. 29 Data Protection Working Party issued guidance for
comment last December on GDPR implementation on the right to
data portability, Data Protection Officers, and on identifying a con-
troller or processor’s lead supervisory authority.

UK-based companies with international clients and associate compa-
nies are becoming increasingly busy preparing for the GDPR (p.1).
But those UK-based companies whose data processing is limited to
personal data of UK data subjects are still unclear about how the law
will apply to them in the period after the UK leaves the European
Union.

The reason is that there is no clarity yet as to what the UK future data
protection framework will look like for organisations with operations
wholly in the UK. The Information Commissioner, Elizabeth
 Denham, is nevertheless planning GDPR guidance on children’s per-
sonal data and consent, and the ICO has updated its GDPR guidance
on its website to reflect guidance from the EU Art. 29 Data Protection
Working Party (p.13). She considers that Brexit should not mean Brex-
it for data protection, and has been advising the government accord-
ingly. Matt Hancock, Data Protection Minister, has confirmed to Par-
liament that the GDPR will apply in the UK starting in May 2018, but
is keen to make wide use of the derogations available (p.12). Consulta-
tions are promised on the main changes. We will alert you when details
emerge.  

In the meantime, companies are advised to put a DPO in place or
appoint an external adviser (p.1). But what about the UK’s EU ade-
quacy (p.18)? Will the UK have to apply for such an assessment in the
future and join the queue after Japan and South Korea? The new
Investigatory Powers Act (p.16) may cause problems on that front due
to the extensive surveillance powers it permits if necessary and
 proportionate.

Our knowledgeable UK correspondents bring you news, analysis and
compliance tips regarding security aspects and liability for companies
of the Internet of Things (p.9), data protection damages (p.7) and data
breaches under the GDPR (p.14). 

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIvACy LAWS & BUSInESS 
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