
RNLI to sink or float 
with opt-in policy
The RNLI was the first major charity to take the radical decision to
move to a totally opt-in model for personal data processing
 consent. Robert Waixel reports.

The Royal National Lifeboat
Institution (RNLI) is the
fourth largest charity in the

UK. In summer 2015 there had been
significant adverse media publicity
and comment about major charities
hounding vulnerable people for
donations. Why did the RNLI take

the risk to make such a fundamental
shift to an opt-in policy? Jayne
Clarke, Head of Marketing and
Research at RNLI explained to the
Privacy Laws & Business 29th
Annual International Conference in

What now for data protection
after UK votes to leave EU?
The Brexit poll result may affect UK data protection  dramatically –
or not. Multinationals are carrying on with EU General Data
 Protection Regulation (GDPR) preparations. By Laura Linkomies.

Just when it was all looking very
clear for UK data controllers –
the GDPR text finally adopted,

and the ICO ready to issue guid-
ance – the referendum result means
that after the UK’s exit from the EU,
the UK will no longer necessarily be
bound by the GDPR. According to

experts however, the UK may end up
following the regulation anyway.

Speaking at the Privacy Laws &
Business conference in Cambridge in
July, the then Minister for Data Pro-
tection, Baroness Neville-Rolfe, said
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Brexit: Keep calm and carry
on
This seems to be the message from the ICO in terms of GDPR
preparations, and our clients tell us that on the whole, this is the
approach they are taking. Whatever route the UK takes, data protec-
tion rights will have to be protected. If the UK chooses to stay in the
European Economic Area, it would have to adopt the GDPR. If
going for the “Swiss model,” the UK would need to seek an adequa-
cy decision from the European Commission. The next option would
be for the UK to stay away from these arrangements and create its
own data protection legislation independent of EU law. In this sce-
nario, we might see Privacy Shield no 2! Read on p.1 what the gov-
ernment and the ICO had to say on this topic at our 29th Annual
International Conference in early July.

Whilst we eagerly await for the government to decide which route
to take, and the consequent ICO advice, there is plenty to learn
from practitioners on how they prepare for the GDPR (p.23). Some
start with data mapping to get an idea of what personal data they
hold (p.18). The BSI is preparing a new Data Protection Standard,
something that could be useful in creating a level playing field 
(p.13). 

The role of litigation in developing data protection law is discussed
on p.14. This area is one to watch – the Schrems v Facebook case
continues with a hearing scheduled in Ireland for 7 February 2017. 

In this issue we also report on hacking and other cybercrime issues.
We have learned from the Metropolitan Police that all UK police
forces now have dedicated cybercrime units, and are active in prose-
cuting (p.21). But criminals also often get physical access to your
premises – read on p.7 about some of the methods they use. 

Lastly, we look at why and how The Royal National Lifeboat Insti-
tution (RNLI) changed to an opt-in policy (p.1). 

More Brexit themes and advice are available at our next workshop in
Birmingham, on 28 September, hosted by DLA Piper. For details,
see www.privacylaws.com/pon43

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIvACy LAWS & BUSINESS 
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