
China’s Cybersecurity Law –
also a data privacy law?
The new provisions represent China’s most comprehensive and
broadly applicable set of data privacy principles to date.
Graham Greenleaf and Scott Livingston report.

On 7 November 2016,
China’s Standing Commit-
tee of the National People’s

Congress (SC-NPC) promulgated
the PRC Cybersecurity Law, which
will take effect on 1 June 2017
(Art. 79). The Standing Committee is
China’s highest legislative body after

the Congress itself. 
As its name suggests, the law is

mainly devoted to provisions con-
cerning the security of information
networks and, in particular, to man-
dating security procedures and

What does Donald Trump’s
election mean for privacy?
Will the Privacy Shield survive? The upcoming appointments at
the FTC and FCC may give the first hints. Bob Belair reports
from Washington DC.

Donald Trump’s surprise elec-
tion on 8 November has
raised alarms around the

globe. Should those alarms include
concerns about the US commitment
to protecting the privacy of US citi-
zens and non-citizens? The answer,

I’m afraid, is “yes” and “no”. The
bottom line is that it is far too early
to make assumptions about what the
Trump Administration may or may
not do about privacy protections.
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EU DPAs issuing much
needed GDPR guidance 
Watch out for EU DP developments in the next few weeks: DPA
guidance on the EU Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is expected
very soon indeed (p.23) and the proposals for the revision of the e-
Privacy Directive are expected in January. In addition, it has been
reported that EU Commission Vice President, Andrus Ansip, is due
to present a draft law banning “forced data localization” before the
end of the year. Russian data localisation law is already causing
problems for companies (p.27).

In China, we are seeing privacy rules develop fast through the back
door – in the form of cyber security provisions (p.1). In France, the
new Digital Act, which included some GDPR-like provisions, is
already in force (p.12).

There is less certainty for the US where it is still unclear what impact
the new administration will have on privacy (p.1).  President-elect
Donald Trump is organising a roundtable with technology
companies, which mostly supported Hillary Clinton. During the
election campaign, Trump famously called on US citizens to boycott
Apple until the company gives mobile phone data to authorities
regarding radical Islamic terrorists. 

In Japan, JIPDEC has been nominated as the country’s first
‘Accountability Agent’ under the Cross border Privacy Rules
(CBPR) system. While the Ministry of Economy Trade and Industry
says that CBPR-certification will serve as a basis for transfer of
personal data out of Japan, our Asia-Pacific Editor, Graham
Greenleaf, questions on p.18 the usefulness of the certification. The
Court of Justice of the European Union has ruled that dynamic IP
addresses can be seen as personal data. Read on p.10 what this means
for organisations. 

Marketers may have to wait until finalising their compliance
programmes with the GDPR. EU level guidance is awaited next year,
and the consent-based e-Privacy Directive’s revision further
complicates matters for marketers. European marketing umbrella
organisation FEDMA is now busy advising its members (p.24) on
how to adapt marketing to GDPR requirements.

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIVACy LAWS & BUSINESS 
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