
The role and current priorities
of Ireland’s DP Commissioner
Helen Dixon, Ireland’s new Data Protection Commissioner, on
6 July, gave PL&B’s 28th Annual International Conference
insights into her role and priorities.

Itook up office in the autumn of
2014 following the retirement of
the highly respected Billy

Hawkes who had served as
Commissioner for Ireland for almost
10 years. As you might expect, I set
about assessing the organisational

structure over which I now have
management responsibility, the
legislation from which I derive my
powers and the European and
international context in which the

ECJ to decide on territorial
scope of EU DP Directive
Hungary’s Weltimmo case has great importance in the context
of the EU DP Regulation, and fears of forum shopping under the
One-Stop-Shop. By Andrea Klára Soós.

Advocate General, Pedro
Cruz Villalón, recently
published his opinion1 on

the so-called Weltimmo case. This
European Court of Justice (now
renamed the Court of Justice of the
European Union) case is expected 

to be a very important decision
regarding the interpretation of the
territorial scope of the Directive2.
The Advocate General recom-
mended the ECJ to adopt a decision
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DPAs’ roles being redefined 
It is clear that national Data Protection Authorities’ (DPA) roles
and functions will be formulated not just by the future EU
Regulation, but also as a result of EU case law. The Court of Justice
of the European Union (formerly the European Court of Justice) is
now considering: the Hungarian case of Weltimmo on the
jurisdiction of the national DPA (p.1); the Netherlands case on the
discretion of national DPAs to choose their priorities (p.18); and
the case brought by Max Schrems on whether Ireland’s decision not
to investigate an international transfer is legitimate. 

The EU bodies have started Trilogue negotiations on the draft DP
Regulation (p.10). International transfers were being negotiated in
the Trilogue in July, but the process lacks transparency. 

In the meantime, the EU and US are still busy over talks on trade
agreements (p.22); the EU view is that EU DP rules cannot be
overlooked. The US-EU Safe Harbor revision, which started back
in 2013 (p.14), has still not been finished – but maybe we are into
the final stretch?

Ireland’s new DP Commissioner, Helen Dixon, writes about her
role and the increased resources she has been allocated by the
government (p.1). But all DPAs will need better resources to cope
with the increased workload that looms under the new EU regime,
as the UK Information Commissioner has been strongly advocating.

Germany is still keen to see mandatory Data Protection Officers in
the EU DP Regulation, and this view is supported by a recent survey
among current German DPOs (p.20). Also in this issue we look at
how DP compliance works in France and the Netherlands (p.18).
While different methods are used, most DPAs in the EU are getting
stricter and enforcing their DP laws more effectively than before. 

PL&B’s Asia Pacific Editor, Graham Greenleaf, evaluates the type
of contribution the newly appointed UN Special Rapporteur on
Privacy could make towards harmonising global data protection
laws (p.7), and analyses, together with Scott Livingston, tort
liability for online privacy violations in China (p.24). Also, the
question of balancing between DP and other EU Treaty objectives
is  discussed on p.28.

Elsewhere, new legislation has been prepared. Our correspondents
review Canada’s Digital Privacy Act (p.12). Bermuda has drafted a
data protection law that follows the European model, a move
motivated by commercial factors, and now open for consultation
until 17 August (p.23).

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIVACy LAWS & BUSINESS 
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